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years, while cases are recorded as having good health thirteen, fourteen, and 
even twenty-seven years after operation. 

There are various theories concerning the cause for the improvement in 
these cases, but they are all speculative. The subacute or chronic ascitic 
form of tubercular peritonitis is the most favorable variety for this treatment. 
The dry and fibrino-plastic cases have not done well after operation. 

Upon the theory that the presence of air in the peritoneal cavity exercised 
a destructive effect on the anaerobic micro-organisms, Folet inflated the abdo¬ 
men with air, after withdrawing the fluid, in a case of tubercular peritonitis 
that refused laparotomy. The patient improved, and eight months afterward 
was in a very satisfactory condition. Mosetig v. Moorhof employed this 
treatment in the case of a child four years of age, but the air was sterilized 
by being passed through a solution of carbolic acid. Folet objects to this 
procedure, and believes that the air in its normal condition is more efficient. 

A Rabt? Case of Divergent Luxation of Both Bones of the 
Forearm. 

Divergent luxation of both bones of the forearm is of so rare an occurrence, 
as Bardenheur remarks, that authentic cases are of interest to the surgeon. 
Petzholdt (Arch. fur llin. Chir., 1894, Band 48, Heft 1) describes a case 
which is of great interest, since it is of an entirely new variety of this rare 
luxation. The case related consisted not only in a luxation of the ulna 
posteriorly and the radius anteriorly, but the radius was also slipped inward 
to the inner border of the trochlear, over the fossa supratrochlearis, near the 
coronoid process of the ulna. The luxation occurred in a child nine years 
old and poorly developed, after a fall upon the hand of about three feet; 
there was scarcely any swelling, and all the bony points could be made out 
easily. 

The prognosis in these cases as regards pronation and supination is im¬ 
proved, as this case recovered both. In reducing these luxations the first 
attention should be given to reducing the radial luxation, and then the ulna, 
as the reduction of the radius is more difficult after the ulna has been replaced. 


On The Treatment of Hydronephrosis and Pyonephrosis. 

Cramer, writing on this subject, states (Ccntralblait fur Chirurgie, 1894, 
No. 47) that the cause of hydronephrosis is still in doubt, excepting those 
cases depending upon obstruction by a calculus. The author suggests the 
possibility of an inherited tendency to hydronephrotic moving kidney. 
Normally, the kidney scarcely has a pelvis, but the calices discharge their 
contents at the deepest portion into the ureter. If the ureter is fixed by any 
adhesion, and the kidney falls downward and forward toward the middle 
line, the mouth of the ureter does not represent the deepest portion of the 
pelves, but a little above. In this way the collection of urine in the kidney 
begins, and the accumulation and discharge alternate according to the posi¬ 
tion of the kidney. If the malposition continues, a kind of valve-mechanism 
is formed at the mouth of the ureter. 

In regard to therapy, the remedy is to restore the mouth of the ureter to 
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the lowest part of the pel™. Nephrectomy has been recommended, but it 
seems unjustifiable to sacrifice such an important organ, and nephrotomy is 

therefore more suitable. . , , . 

Two cases are reported in which the kidney was reached posteriorly through 
Bardenheuer’s flap incision, the ureter divided and transplanted in a sli 
made in the lowest portion of the hydronephrosis sac, which was opened and 
packed. It is not possible to prove that the function of the kidney has been 
restored in each case. 

The Contagioubness of Cancer. 

At the eighth session of the CongrSs Fran 5 aia de Chirurgie, during the dis¬ 
cussion of the •• Etiology and Pathogenesis of Cancer,” Gdeluot, ofReims, 
slated that the belief in a cancerous diathesis has prevented a more genera 
acceptance of the infectious nature of capcer, which, beginning ns a local 
easefaffects the economy secondarily. The experiences of Hanan and Moreau 
prove that cancer is inoculable in animals of the same species. Expenmental 
hetero-inoculation being established, the spontaneous hetero-inoculation is 
possible, and remains for the clinic to prove. The rational proofs of the ex¬ 
terior origin of cancer and of the transmission of cancer are drawn from the 
usual seat of neoplasms, from the influence of lesions, irritation, or ulcera¬ 
tion, and the numerous cases of accidental inoculation. The strongest e 
dence of this is furnished by observations in the rural distnets. The'mciual 
distribution of cancer is well known, and can be explained °»ly by ^pogra- 
phic, hydrographic, or other exterior causes in all the cases. On the other 
hand, there are veritable cancer-centres, abodes of cancer. Guelliot has col¬ 
lected fifteen examples, embracing fifty victims; the inference of contag ous- 
ness naturally follows. More instructive are the cases of eplthel.omata occur- 
ring successively in persons accustomed to habitual cohabitation. The author 
has reported forty-two personal cases of this kind, which added to those 
' already published, give one hundred and thirteen observations; in more 
than forty-five of these hushaud and wife were affected. The interval which 
separates the appearance of the disease in the two persons has not exceeded 
two years in more than half of the cases. All these observations force upon 
one the idea of direct or indirect transmission of cancer, which spreads as an 
infectious disease. The incubation is from several months to two yearn, firet 
localization, then generalization. The appreciation of this fact implies m 
the future the application of efficacious prophylactic measures. 

During the same discussion, Mayet, of Lyons, expressed a belief in the 
cellular specificity. Laboratory experiments have led him to' “"inder cancer 
is inoculable, not only by grafting, but also by the juice. The white rati, 
the most favorable animal for carrying out these studies He has several 
times inoculated white rats with the juice of cancer obtained by the method 
of Brown-SSquard in extracting testicular extract, with positive' 
one case in three; at the autopsy cancerous deposits were found in the kidneys. 

The Treatment of Spina Bifida 

In a discussion on this subject, at the recent session of the CongrSs Fran¬ 
cis de Chirurgie, M. Tedenat, of Montpellier, related his experience in the 
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